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Representing the Holocaust 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:50am (RAMY N1B75)  

 

Instructor: Emily Frazier-Rath 

Email: emra5484@colorado.edu  

Office: Mckenna 220 

Office Hours: Thursdays 11:00-12:00pm, or by appointment (please make per email)

Course Description 
From the Course Catalogue: This course examines how the memory of the Holocaust in Nazi Germany is increasingly 

determined by the means of its representation, e.g., film, autobiography, poetry, memorials. Taught in English.  Approved 

for arts and sciences core curriculum: ideals and values. 

 

Detailed Description: This course examines cultural memories of the Holocaust in film, memoirs, poetry, novels, graphic 

novels, and memorials. Throughout, the artists grapple with the questions of how to represent an unrepresentable event, 

how to talk about something that, at times, seems unspeakable. How do these works remember the Holocaust? What are 

the ethical issues involved? How do these memories change with new generations of remembering? How do these 

memories inform how we think of other forms of suffering embedded in experiences of racism, exile, torture, murder and 

genocide? How do the next generations find ways to hope and imagine better futures through remembering the past? 

 
Representing the Holocaust is taught in English, and all materials will be provided in English (or with English subtitles). 

However, German speakers who would like to read, write, or watch materials in German, in the case that they are 

available, should let me know early in the course. 

 

This course is approved for the Arts and Sciences Core Curriculum: Ideals and Values. 

 

Course Goals 

By the end of the course, students should be able to 
▪ name, describe, and analyze the particular challenges and dilemmas attendant in representing the Holocaust; 

▪ analyze representations of the Holocaust using the tools and methods of cultural studies; 

▪ and, place representations of the Holocaust in their contexts, including major debates and developments in 

scholarly and artistic work on representation. 

 

Course Materials  
Required 

Levi, Primo. Survival in Auschwitz. New York: Touchstone, 1995. (978-0684826806) 

 

Spiegelman, Art. The Complete Maus. New York: Pantheon, 1996. (978-0679406419)  

This is actually two books: Maus I, and Maus II. You may buy them in either format – combined into one, or as two 
separate books. 

 
Optional 

Langer, Lawrence L. Art from the Ashes: A Holocaust Anthology. Oxford University Press, 1995.  

 

Additional REQUIRED Materials will also be made available through Desire2Learn at http://learn.colorado.edu. Students 

must have copies of their readings in class. Failure to bring copies of the readings (as well as the notes you took while 

reading them) to class will result in a lowered participation grade for that day. Paper copies are preferred and you may not 

use your cell phone to pull up readings. 

mailto:emra5484@colorado.edu
http://learn.colorado.edu/
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Films listed in your schedule are REQUIRED and must be watched outside of class. All films are provided to you to 

stream on our class D2L site. 

 

Please Note: 

▪ All course assignments should be submitted electronically on D2L.  

▪ All submitted assignments will be evaluated by digital services for plagiarism.  

 

A Note on Course Content 
Needless to say, much of the material in this class will contain content that is disturbing and difficult for most, and even 

traumatizing for some. If you ever feel the need to step outside during class for this reason, you may always do so without 

academic penalty. (You will, however, be responsible for any material you miss). If you do leave the room for a 

significant time, please talk to me to set up arrangements for making up missed material, and make arrangements to get 

notes from a someone else in our class. 

  

Course Expectations 
This is a discussion-based class and attendance is mandatory. As a student, you are expected to come to class, to be 

respectful, to be prepared, to participate, and to take responsibility for your own learning.  

 
❖ Preparation means… 

you have read the texts and/or watched the films assigned for that day of class. You have also engaged deeply and 

thoughtfully with the material, which means: 

• you have read/viewed to it,  

• you have thought about it on its own,  

• you have thought about it in relation to other course materials,  

• you have taken notes on the material and on your thoughts about it,  

• and you have written down any questions you have for the class as well as anything you thought was 

particularly confusing or thought-provoking. 

 
The general rule of thumb as an undergrad is that for every hour of class you have per week, you should spend 3 hours 

working on materials for that class at home. For this class, that translates to 9 hours. 

 
❖ Participation means… 

coming to class, first and foremost. It also means contributing meaningfully to class discussions, working as a team in 

pairs and groups, listening to what your instructor and classmates are saying, and referencing your text when 

appropriate. Cell phones are stowed away and inaccessible during class. Accessing any online material other than 

course material during class, or use of a cell phone during class, results in a 0 grade in participation for that 

day. Inappropriate use of electronic materials is distracting and disruptive to students and the instructor, and research 

suggests that it impacts the grades of those students sitting near you. 

 
As an instructor, I am expected to come to class, to be respectful, to be prepared, to provide you with interesting 

materials, to facilitate meaningful discussions, to challenge you and push you beyond your comfort zone, and to 

support you as you learn and as you progress in your studies. 

 

Please note: I am always happy to answer questions and make appointments per email. Please allow 24 hours for me 

to respond to you. You do not need to make an appointment to meet me during my office hour…just show up! 

 

Student Evaluations 
Your grade for this class is determined according to the following: 
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▪ 10%: Attendance 

▪ 15%: Class participation (Each student is assigned a grade out of 10 points every class day. In order to receive 10 

points, you should come to class on time, have your text and notes with you, avoid texting and playing with your 

phone, listen and communicate respectfully with your classmates and with me, and complete short in-class pop 

quizzes. I post an average participation grade twice during the semester on D2L: once before Spring Break, and once 

after the last day of class. If, however, at any time you would like to discuss your participation grade with me, I am 

happy to do so.) 

▪ 30%: Exams: Two Exams @ 15% each (Thursday, February 16th; Thursday, March 23rd) 

▪ 20%: Midterm Paper (Due: Tuesday, April 11th) 

▪ 25%: Final Project (Wednesday, May 10 1:30-4:00pm) 

 

**Please note: Only ONE extra credit opportunity is available to students in this class (see the lesson plan below for 

details). No additional extra credit opportunities will be made available. Work turned in late without talking with me 

about an alternative plan before the assignment is due will receive an automatic deduction of one full letter grade per day 

(that is, if the grade for the paper is a B, the paper will get a C if turned in one day late). Make-up pop quizzes will only be 

available to students who miss class for excused reasons and provide documentation (i.e. a doctor’s note, a note from a 

coach) within one week of the missed class. It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a time with Emily to make up a 

quiz. ** 

 

Attendance Policy 
You cannot participate if you are not in class. You may miss one class without penalty or excuse, though you are 

responsible for making up the material you missed. For every unexcused absence thereafter, your class participation 

grade will suffer. 

 

Documentation such as a doctor’s or coach’s note must be provided to your instructor within one week of a missed class. 

If you know you will miss a class beforehand, please let your instructor know in an email AND provide documentation as 

soon as possible.   

Excused absences (*documentation required): 

• Official university function* 

• Required court or jury appearance* 

• Required military obligation* 

• Religious observances 

• Extraordinary illness or injury* 

• Death of a family member 

• Extraordinary person circumstances 

Note: For any unexcused absences, your instructor is not obligated to offer make-up opportunities. 

 

You are responsible for getting course notes from another student and checking with your classmates or instructor about 

announcements you missed while absent.  

 

Accommodations for Disabilities 
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to your professor a letter from Disability 

Services in a timely manner (for exam accommodations provide your letter at least one week prior to the exam) so that 

your needs can be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact 

Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or by e-mail at dsinfo@colorado.edu. If you have a temporary medical condition or 

injury, see Temporary Injuries guidelines under the Quick Links at the Disability Services website and discuss your needs 

with your instructor. 

 

Religious Observances 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with 

all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required 

attendance. In this class, please inform me per email or in person during office hours in advance of the conflict, and 

mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d732c532c800dba581c2973979e8056f550250ad08b78502d45beab229897459831
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026cf1aab893939a603e190947990b9bc7600f9872824adad935f2381b4964f0
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we will work together to come up with alternative arrangements regarding deadlines, exams, and attendance.  

 

See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details. 

 

Classroom Behavior 
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to 

adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially 

important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, color, culture, religion, creed, politics, 

veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity and gender expression, age, disability, and nationalities. For 

more information, see the policies on classroom behavior and the student code. 

 

Names and Gender Pronouns 
Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you 

by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make 
appropriate changes to my records. For more information, see the policies on classroom behavior and the student code.  

 

Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, Harassment and/or Related Retaliation 
The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working, and living 

environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related retaliation 

against or by any employee or student. CU's Sexual Misconduct Policy prohibits sexual assault, sexual exploitation, 

sexual harassment, intimate partner abuse (dating or domestic violence), stalking or related retaliation. CU Boulder's 

Discrimination and Harassment Policy prohibits discrimination, harassment or related retaliation based on race, color, 

national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 

veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy. Individuals who believe they have been subject to misconduct 

under either policy should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 303-492-2127. 

Information about the OIEC, the above referenced policies, and the campus resources available to assist individuals 

regarding sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related retaliation can be found at the OIEC website.  

 

Honor Code 
All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and adhering to the 

academic integrity policy of the institution. Violations of the policy may include: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, 

bribery, threat, unauthorized access, clicker fraud, resubmission, and aiding academic dishonesty. All incidents of 

academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who 

are found responsible for violating the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor 

Code Council as well as academic sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the academic 

integrity policy can be found at honorcode.colorado.edu. 

 

Academic sanctions: In this course, plagiarism or cases of academic dishonesty will result in receiving a 0 for the 

assignment. A 0 is far worse than an F.  A second instance will result in automatically failing the course. See 

definitions at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/academic-integrity-policy . Inadequate citation is a form of plagiarism. 
For an excellent resource to refresh your memory on proper citation (and for other tips on research!), see the Purdue 

Online Writing Lab resources at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. 

 

Plagiarism detection is enabled on all D2L student submissions. 

 
The Honor Code Council may impose additional nonacademic sanctions. 

 

Final Exams: Your Rights and Responsibilities 
Please check your final exam schedule on MyCUInfo immediately and address any conflicts. Rescheduling deadlines or 

exams must be done by the deadline to drop a course without dean and instructor's permission in the tenth week of the 

semester. 

http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7307d9377351827ab242751fd563b648e236153acbb78d456bdc0cca9b18440ac1
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026a1ce4e83bc3b661a8d6ea85d083b75cb1ffe706eb896672b8d7583a75bcb7
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7380dddbdaedd5aa0886772aa8bd51f9ff091b43e345c09f06a4f57e9b43bad472
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026a1ce4e83bc3b661a8d6ea85d083b75cb1ffe706eb896672b8d7583a75bcb7
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7380dddbdaedd5aa0886772aa8bd51f9ff091b43e345c09f06a4f57e9b43bad472
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=08d3674921e9b645a80c9f76f71d6164adf0bd054f81c6c32f3ed599ca7c1f432de8b9520f8b1604
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73693839a46cfb5f416142b70c20efd4bce20bb06c0906b99051a9e39f90e67126
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d734c73bf7d0e93d76e9a141016102b7cd4b65c2b57fa75450b93ee407f099a2926
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/academic-integrity-policy
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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Know your rights and responsibilities regarding final exams. Review university policy at 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/final-examination-policy. 

 
 

 

Course 

Plan 

 

   

** Please note: all assignments are due on the day next to which they are 

listed below unless otherwise noted. ** 

 

** The schedule is always subject to change. ** 

 

Week 1 Introduction: The 

Holocaust and its 

Representations 

Jan. 17  

 

 

Jan. 19 Read: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “The 

Holocaust: A Historical Overview.” Teaching about the Holocaust. 

Washington, D.C.: USHMM, 2001 (pp. 19-28) 

 

Additional optional resources: 

Read: Jarausch, Konrad and Michael Geyer. “War, Genocide, 

Extermination.” Shattered Pasts. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2000. 111 – 148. 

 

Week 2 Intro: Racisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Power and 

Limits of 

Language 

 

Jan. 24 Read: Bergen, Doris. “Chapter 1: Preconditions: Antisemitism, Racism, 

and Common Prejudices in Early-Twentieth-Century Europe.” War and 

Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust. (1-28) 

 

Additional optional resource: 

Read: MacMaster, Neil. “Anti-Semitism in the Nazi Era.” Racism 

in Europe. New York: Palgrave, 2001. 149-165. 

 

Read: Rattansi, Ali. Racism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University 

Press, 2007. (pp. 55-68)  

 

Jan. 26 Read: “How to Read a Poem” 

 

Read: “Nelly Sachs.” Art from the Ashes. Ed. Lawrence L. Langer. New 

York: Oxford University Press. 1995. 635 – 641. Print. (Only "Nelly 

Sachs," "O the Night of the Weeping Children," "Chorus of the Rescued," 

"Chorus of the Unborn," and “O the Chimneys.”  

 

Read: “Paul Celan.” Art from the Ashes. Ed. Lawrence L. Langer. New 

York: Oxford University Press. 1995. 598 - 617. (Only "Paul Celan" and 

"Death Fugue"). 

 

Listen: Todesfuge, Paul Celan (on D2L) 

 

EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITY:  

Write: 2-3 page response to this lecture (due one week from today): 
 

Thursday, January 26, 2017 | 7:00PM - 8:30PM 
 

The Holocaust: Then and Now, Spanning the Void 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/final-examination-policy
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The Program in Jewish Studies, the William A. Wise Law Library, and 

cosponsors honor International Remembrance Day with a public lecture 

featuring Professor Nils Roemer. 
Wittemyer Courtroom, Room 101, Wolf Law Building, 2450 Kittredge Loop 

Dr 

 

Friday, January 27: International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

 

Week 3 Multidirectional 

Memory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Bearing Witness 

Jan. 31 Read: Klemperer, Victor. "The Star" and "The Jewish War." The Language 

of the Third Reich. Trans. Martin Brady. New York: Continuum, 2006. 155 

- 168. Print. 

 

Read: “How to View a Film” 

 

Watch: Resnais, Alain. Night and Fog (1955). Criterion, 2003. Film. 
 

Feb. 2 Re-watch/Think About: Night and Fog 

 

Read: Rothberg, Michael. “Introduction: Theorizing Multidirectional 

Memory in a Transnational Age.” Multidirectional Memory: Remembering 
the Holocaust in the Age of Decolonization.” Stanford: Stanford University 

Press, 2009. 1-29, notes 315-322. 

 

Read: “How to Read a Novel” 

 

Read: Chapters 1-2: Levi, Primo. Survival in Auschwitz. Trans. Stuart 

Woolf. New York: Touchstone, 2009. Print.  

 

Week 4 Bearing Witness: 

Good and Evil 

 

The Human 

Feb. 7 Read: Chapters 3-7: Survival in Auschwitz 

 

Feb. 9 Read: Chapters 8-13: Survival in Auschwitz 

 

Week 5 Knowledge, 

Learning, 

Understanding 

Feb. 14 Read: Chapters 14-17: Survival in Auschwitz 

 

Feb. 16 Exam I 

 

Week 6 Torture, Trauma, 

and Bearing 

Witness 

 

Feb. 21 Read: Amery, Jean. “Torture.” Art from the Ashes. Ed. Lawrence L. 

Langer. New York: Oxford University Press. 1995. 119-134. Print. 

 

Watch: Witness. Voices from the Holocaust (HVT8076). Fortunoff Archive 

for Holocaust Testimonies. Yale University Library, 1999.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=leqkGOqy

WMI 

 

Feb. 23 Re-watch/Think About: Witness. Voices from the Holocaust 
 

Read: Caruth, Cathy. “Trauma and Experience.” The Holocaust: 
Theoretical Readings. Eds. Neil Levi and Michael Rothberg. New 

Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2003. 192-198. 

 

Optional Additional Resource: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=leqkGOqyWMI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=leqkGOqyWMI
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Read: Caruth, Cathy. "Introduction: The Wound and the Voice." 

Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative and History. Baltimore: The 

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996. 1-9. 

 

Week 7  Feb. 28 Read: Delbo, Charlotte. “Voices.” Art from the Ashes. Ed. Lawrence L. 

Langer. New York: Oxford University Press. 1995. 75-93. Print. 

 

Mar. 2 Read: Klüger, Ruth. “The Camps.” The Holocaust: Theoretical Readings. 

Eds. Neil Levi and Michael Rothberg. Rutgers University Press, 2003. 

 

Week 8 Law and Legal 

Representations 

Mar. 7 Read: Arendt, Hannah. "Eichmann in Jerusalem." The Holocaust: 

Theoretical Readings. Eds. Neil Levi and Michael Rothberg. Rutgers 

University Press, 2003. 246-251. 

Mar. 9 Read: Agamben, Giorgio. "What is a Camp?" The Holocaust: Theoretical 
Readings. Eds. Neil Levi and Michael Rothberg. New Brunswick: Rutgers 

University Press, 2003. 252-256. Print. 

 

Week 9  

 

Mar. 14 Watch: The People vs. Fritz Bauer. Dir. Lars Kraume. 2015. 

 

Mar. 16 Re-watch/Think About: The People vs. Fritz Bauer 

 

Week 10 The Question of 

Humor as 

Representational 

Tool 

Mar. 21 Read: Gilman, Sander. “Is Life Beautiful? Can the Shoah be Funny?” 

Critical Inquiry 26.2 (2000): 279-308.  

 

Mar. 23 Exam II  

 

Week 11 Spring Break Mar. 28 Spring Break – No classes 

 

Mar. 30 Spring Break – No classes 

 

Week 12  

 

 

Postmemory  

Apr. 4 Watch: Jacob the Liar (1975). Dir. Frank Beyer. DEFA. First Run 

Features, 2004. DVD. 

 

Apr. 6 Re-watch/Think about: Jacob the Liar 

 

Read: Maus I Chapters 1-2: Spiegelman, Art. The Complete Maus. 
Pantheon, 1996.  

 

Week 13  Apr. 11 Read: Maus I Chapters 3-5 

 

Paper Due 

 

Apr. 13 Read: Maus I Chapter 6; Maus II Chapters 1-2 

 

Week 14  Apr. 18 Read: Maus II Chapter 3 

 

Read: Hirsch, Marianne. “The Generation of Postmemory.” Poetics Today 

29.1 (2008): 103–128. Web. 

 

Apr. 20 Read: Maus II Chapters 4-5 

 

https://learn.colorado.edu/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=%7borgUnitId%7d&type=coursefile&fileId=CaruthTheWoundandtheVoice.pdf
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Week 15  Apr. 25 Watch: Everything is Illuminated (2005). Dir. Liev Schreiber. Warner 

Independent Pictures. Warner Home Video, 2006. 

 

Apr. 27 Re-watch/Think about: Everything is Illuminated 

 

Week 16 Monuments and 

Memorials 

May 2 Read: Young, James E. "Germany's Memorial Problem: and Mine." At 

Memory’s Edge: After-images of the Holocaust in Contemporary Art and 

Architecture. Yale University Press, 2000. 184 – 223.  

 

May 4 Read: James Young – “Daniel Libeskind’s Jewish Museum in Berlin” 

 

Read: “How to View a Building” 
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