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Germany Today 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays, 9:00-9:50am (CLRE 212)  

Fridays, 9:00-9:50am (MKNA 112)  

 

Instructor: Emily Frazier-Rath 

Email: emra5484@colorado.edu  

Office: Mckenna 220 

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 3:30-4:30pm, or by appointment

Course Description 

Since 1945, the German-speaking world, particularly Germany, has been at the center of some of 

the West’s most devastating, intriguing, and thought-provoking discussions and events. From the 

post-World War era, questions around denazification, rebuilding, and remembering the victims 

of the Holocaust began to arise; in the 1960s and ‘70s, at the height of the Cold War, East and 

West Germany were literally at the center of a struggle between communist and capitalist 

ideologies, and were bubbling with angry young people who started the Student Movement; 

terrorism perpetuated by left-wing radical groups like the RAF threatened the West German 

population. Germany has been a destination for Turkish immigrants looking for work, and, more 

recently, for Syrians and others seeking asylum; it has been the location for many different forms 

of community-building and activism, and has been a place from which interesting questions 

about the relationship between Islam and Europe have emerged. From the German case, we can 

also talk about the status and influence of the EU, and how colonial legacies permeate 

contemporary life. In this course, we will explore these historical processes, social and political 

patterns, and the intellectual and artistic responses to problems of the later 20th and early 21st 

centuries by considering films, novels, short stories, archival materials, poetry, activist projects, 

social media, artistic endeavors, as well as interviews with current scholars and activists in 

Germany and beyond.  

  

Germany Today is taught in English, and all materials will be provided in English (or with 

English subtitles). However, German speakers who would like to read, write, or watch in 

German should let me know early in the course! 

 

This course is approved for the Arts and Sciences Core Curriculum: Contemporary Societies.  

 

Course Objectives  

• Students will be able to identify key figures, events, and concepts in contemporary (1945-

present) German history and culture;  

• Students will develop and enhance their critical-thinking, writing, and oral presentation 

skills; 

• Students will be able to apply their knowledge of contemporary German culture and 

politics to analyze and interrogate the content and form of written texts, films, music, and 

activisms in their own scholarship and lives; 

• Students will demonstrate an understanding of contemporary German culture, which they 

will then be able to use to interrogate issues arising in Germany and elsewhere today. 

mailto:emra5484@colorado.edu
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Course Expectations 

This is a discussion-based class and attendance is mandatory. As a student, you are expected to 

come to class, to be respectful, to be prepared, to participate, and to take responsibility for your 

own learning.  

 
❖ Preparation means… 

you have read the texts, watched the films, listened to the music, or whatever you are asked to do 

for that day of class. You have engaged meaningfully with the material, which means: 

• you have read/viewed/listened to it,  

• have thought about it on its own,  

• have thought about it in relation to other course materials,  

• have taken notes on the material and on your thoughts about it,  

• and have written down any questions you have for the class as well as anything you 

thought was particularly confusing or thought-provoking. 

 

The general rule of thumb as an undergrad is that for every hour of class you have per 

week, you should spend 3 hours working on materials for that class at home. For this 

class, that means 9 hours. 

 

I will not provide outlines, class notes, or PowerPoint slides to you. Research shows that 

you learn better by taking your own notes, outlining texts in your own way, and 

organizing the information for yourself. We will be working on these skills this semester. 

Here is one article that explains some of the research behind this idea.  

 

As an instructor, I am expected to come to class, to be respectful, to be prepared, to provide you 

with interesting materials, to facilitate meaningful discussions, to challenge you and push you 

beyond your comfort zone, and to support you as you learn and as you progress in your studies. 

 

Please note: I am always happy to answer questions and make appointments per email. Please 

allow 24 hours for me to respond to you. You do not need to make an appointment to meet me 

during my office hour…just show up! 

 

Student Evaluations 

Your grade for this class is determined according to the following: 
❖ Assignments (70%) 

o Quizzes (5 x 1%): 5% 

o Analytical Paper: 15% 

o Take-home Midterm Exam: 20% 

o Reflection Paper: 10% 

o Wikipedia Assignment: 20% 

❖ Participation (including attendance) (30%) 

 

A Note on Participation: 

Participation means coming to class, first and foremost. It also means contributing 

meaningfully to class discussions, working as a team in pairs and groups, listening to 

what your instructor and classmates are saying, and referencing your text when 

appropriate. Cell phones are not allowed in class. Research (like the articles listed here) 

has shown that using electronics in the classroom is distracting for the person using them, 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273400767_To_provide_or_not_to_provide_course_PowerPoint_slides_The_impact_of_instructor-provided_slides_upon_student_attendance_and_performance
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-professor-blog/multitasking-confronting-students-with-the-facts/
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as well as for the people sitting around that person. If you must use your phone, please 

leave the classroom. 

 

**Please note: No extra credit opportunities will be provided. Work turned in late will receive an 

automatic deduction of one full letter grade per day (that is, if the grade for the assignment is a 

B, the assignment will get a maximum score of a C if turned in one day late). Make-up quizzes 

will only be available to students who miss class for excused reasons and provide documentation 

(i.e. a doctor’s note, a note from a coach) within one week of the missed class. It is the student’s 

responsibility to schedule a time with Emily to make up a quiz. ** 

 

Required Text 

Available at the CU Book Store: 

 
• Böll, Heinrich. The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum (1974), Translated by Leila Vennewitz, 

Penguin Books, 2009. ISBN: 978-0143105404. (Needed by Week 4) 

 

All other required materials are available on our course D2L page.   

 

Attendance Policy 

You cannot participate if you are not in class. You may miss one class without penalty or excuse. 

For every unexcused absence thereafter, your class participation grade will suffer. 

 

Documentation such as a doctor’s or coach’s note must be provided to your instructor within one 

week of a missed class. If you know you will miss a class beforehand, please let your instructor 

know in an email AND provide documentation as soon as possible.   

Excused absences (*documentation required): 
• Official university function* 

• Required court or jury appearance* 

• Required military obligation* 

• Religious observances 

• Extraordinary illness or injury* 

• Death of a family member 

• Extraordinary personal circumstances 

Note: For any unexcused absences, your instructor is not obligated to offer make-up 

opportunities. 

 
Accommodations for Disabilities 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to your professor a letter from 

Disability Services in a timely manner (for exam accommodations provide your letter at least one week 

prior to the exam) so that your needs can be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations 

based on documented disabilities. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or by e-mail at 

dsinfo@colorado.edu. If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary Injuries 

guidelines under the Quick Links at the Disability Services website and discuss your needs with your 

instructor. 

 

Religious Observances 

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal 

reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with 

mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d732c532c800dba581c2973979e8056f550250ad08b78502d45beab229897459831
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026cf1aab893939a603e190947990b9bc7600f9872824adad935f2381b4964f0
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scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. In this class, please inform me per email 

or in person during office hours in advance of the conflict, and we will work together to come up 

with alternative arrangements regarding deadlines, exams, and attendance. See the campus policy 

regarding religious observances for full details. 
 

Behavior 

Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those 

who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and 

sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, 

color, culture, religion, creed, politics, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity and 

gender expression, age, disability, and nationalities. For more information, see the policies on classroom 

behavior and the student code. 

 

Names and Gender Pronouns 

Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request 

to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the 

semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records. For more information, see the policies on 

classroom behavior and the student code.  

 

Discrimination and Harassment 

The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to maintaining a positive learning, 

working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct, discrimination, 

harassment or related retaliation against or by any employee or student. CU’s Sexual Misconduct Policy 

prohibits sexual assault, sexual exploitation, sexual harassment, intimate partner abuse (dating or 

domestic violence), stalking or related retaliation. CU Boulder’s Discrimination and Harassment Policy 

prohibits discrimination, harassment or related retaliation based on race, color, national origin, sex, 

pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran 

status, political affiliation or political philosophy. Individuals who believe they have been subject to 

misconduct under either policy should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) 

at 303-492-2127. Information about the OIEC, the above referenced policies, and the campus resources 

available to assist individuals regarding sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related 

retaliation can be found at the OIEC website. 

 

Honor Code 

All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and 

adhering to the academic integrity policy of the institution. Violations of the policy may include: 

plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, unauthorized access, clicker fraud, resubmission, 

and aiding academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor 

Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found responsible for violating 

the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code Council as 

well as academic sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the academic 

integrity policy can be found at honorcode.colorado.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7307d9377351827ab242751fd563b648e236153acbb78d456bdc0cca9b18440ac1
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7307d9377351827ab242751fd563b648e236153acbb78d456bdc0cca9b18440ac1
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026a1ce4e83bc3b661a8d6ea85d083b75cb1ffe706eb896672b8d7583a75bcb7
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026a1ce4e83bc3b661a8d6ea85d083b75cb1ffe706eb896672b8d7583a75bcb7
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7380dddbdaedd5aa0886772aa8bd51f9ff091b43e345c09f06a4f57e9b43bad472
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73026a1ce4e83bc3b661a8d6ea85d083b75cb1ffe706eb896672b8d7583a75bcb7
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d7380dddbdaedd5aa0886772aa8bd51f9ff091b43e345c09f06a4f57e9b43bad472
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d732054f117957d802da73debb25dcc73ab8ed57560eb705d8825dad5f6a43c2986
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d73693839a46cfb5f416142b70c20efd4bce20bb06c0906b99051a9e39f90e67126
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=39c6bbe8c82a1d734c73bf7d0e93d76e9a141016102b7cd4b65c2b57fa75450b93ee407f099a2926
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Course 

Plan 

 

   

** Please note: all assignments are due on the day next to which 

they are listed below unless otherwise noted. ** 

 

** The schedule is always subject to change. ** 

Week 1 Introductions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-War 

Period: 

Reconstruction, 

Denazification, 

and Numbness 

Aug. 

22 

Introduction to Our Course  

• Why focus on Germany?  

• What do we talk about in a class called Germany Today? 
 

Due Before Next Class: www.Sporcle.com Map Games 

(Countries of Europe) – see link in D2L under “Content” > 

“Week 1” (email me a screenshot of your best scores!) 

 

Also, be sure to do the reading due for class (listed for Aug. 24 

and to take good notes.  
 

Aug. 

24 

What happened in 1945? 

• How do we talk about Germany in 1945? 

• What questions were facing Germans and the rest of the 
world after WWII and the Holocaust & Porajmos? 

 

In-Class Syllabus Review 

 

Read (DUE TODAY): Boyle, Nicholas. “Chapter 1: The 

Bourgeois and the Official.” German Literature: A Very Short 
Introduction, pp. 5-26. 

 

Aug. 

26 

Stunde Null? 

 

Read (DUE TODAY): Borchert, Wolfgang. “The Kitchen Clock.” 

1947. 

 

Take Notes using the “Discussion Questions” Handout 

 

How to Participate in a College Class/The Importance of 

Attendance  

 

Week 2 The Post-War 

Period  

Aug. 

29 

What is a nation? What is/was Germany?  

 

*Please complete the assignments in the following order: 

Read: How to Listen to Western Music, Leventhal 

Read: Children’s Hymn, Brecht 

Listen to: Children’s Hymn, a Song Based on Brecht’s 

Poem 

Listen to: Deutschlandlied 
Read: Lyrics (English Translation) to Deutschlandlied 

(Note: The last stanza is the current National Anthem of 

Germany.) 

 

A Note on Taking Notes 

http://www.sporcle.com/
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Aug. 

31 

Gruppe 47/Group 47: Art and Writing in Post-War Germany 

 

Read: Aichinger, Ilse. “Mirror Story.” The Bound Man and Other 

Stories (1953), Translated by Eric Mosbacher, Copy Press, 2015. 

Sep. 

2 

Effects of Time, Questions of Guilt 

 

Re-Read: Story in a Mirror, Aichinger 

 

Week 3 The Post-War 

Period 

Sep. 

5 

Labor Day – No Class 

 

Sep. 

7 

Read: Gemünden, Gerd. “How to View a Film.” A User's Guide 
to German Cultural Studies, Edited by Scott Denham, Irene 

Kacandes, and Jonathan Petropoulos, University of Michigan 

Press, 1997. 

 

Watch: Judgement at Nuremberg. Directed by Stanley Kramer, 

1961. (3 hours long, so plan accordingly) 

 

Note: We will be discussing the moral and ethical questions that 

are represented in the film, as well as the challenges involved 

with bringing such cases to trial. With this in mind, be sure to take 

close notes while watching the film. For guidance, please see our 

“A Note on Taking Notes” handout (from last Monday) on D2L 

as well as the “How to View a Film” text assigned for today. 

 

Sep. 

9 

Re-watch/Think about: Judgement at Nuremberg 

Read: Jarausch, Konrad H. and Michael Geyer, Shattered Past: 

Reconstructing German Histories, Princeton, 2003, pp. 85-108. 

Dealing with Stress in College 

 

Week 4 West Germany 

in the 1960s  

 

Sep. 

12 

Introduction: Heinrich Böll and The Lost Honor of KB 

 

Read: Denham, Scott and Irene Kacandes. “How to Read a 

Novel.” A User's Guide to German Cultural Studies, Edited by 

Scott Denham, Irene Kacandes, and Jonathan Petropoulos, 

University of Michigan Press, 1997. 

 

Read: Chapters 1-20 - Böll, Heinrich. The Lost Honor of 
Katharina Blum (1974), Translated by Leila Vennewitz, Penguin 

Books, 2009. 

 

Sep. 

14 

Heinrich Böll and Das Bild 

 

Read: Chapters 21-29 of The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum, Böll 

 

Sep. 

16 

The Student Movement 

 

Read: Chapters 30-42 of The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum, Böll 
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Week 5 The RAF  Sep. 

19 

Katharina Blum – Right or Wrong? 

 

Read: Finish The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum (Chapters 43-58) 

 

Write: One-page essay to be turned in before class (12-pt. font, 

double-spaced, 1” margins, MLA 8 Format): 

 

Explain whether or not you think Katharina Blum was justified in 

murdering the journalist. Include at least two examples from the 

text to support your argument. Please cite these examples using 

page numbers. (Worth 10 participation points.) 

 

Sep. 

21 

The Red Army Faction (Rote Armee Fraktion) (RAF)  

 

Readings are available at http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org: 

1. Read: Meinhof, Ulrike. “From Protest to Resistance.” 1968.  
2. Read: Baader, Andreas. “Build Up the Red Army!” 1970. 
 

3. Read (on D2L): “Interview with Spiegel Magazine (January 
1975).” The Red Army Faction: A Documentary History, 
Translated by André Moncourt and J. Smith, pp. 300-318. 

 

Analytical Paper Assignment Distributed 

 

Sep. 

23 
1. Read: “Defense Attorney Siegfried Haag Goes Underground 

(May 11, 1975).” The Red Army Faction: A Documentary 
History, Translated by André Moncourt and J. Smith, pp. 341-
342. 

2. Read: Hülbrock, Klaus. “Buback – An Obituary.” 1977. 
3. Read: Choose 1 Additional Article about the RAF’s Terrorism 

(selection on D2L); Be ready to summarize the article in class 
for anyone who did not read the one you chose. 

4. Optional: Watch: The Baader Meinhof Complex. Directed by 
Uli Edel, 2008 

A Note on Time Management 

 

Week 6 Turks in 

Germany 

During the 

1960s and 

1970s 

 

Sep. 

26 

Germany’s Guest Worker Program 

 
All articles for today are from Germany in Transit: Nation and 

Migration (1955-2005), Edited by Deniz Göktürk, David Gramling, and 

Anton Kaes, University of California Press, 2007. 

 

Read: “A Hundred Thousand Italian Workers Are Coming! 

(1955)” pp. 26-27 

Read: “The Turks are Coming (1961)” pp. 27-29 

Read: “How the Turkish Workers Should Behave and Defend His 

Character in a Foreign Country (1963)” pp. 34-36 

Read: “Come, Come, Come – Go, Go, Go! (1970)” pp. 39-41 

Read: “Recruitment of Guest Workers Stopped (1973)” pp. 44-45 

http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/
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Read: “The Turks Are Coming! Save Yourself If You Can! 

(1973)” pp. 110-111 

 

Writing an Analytical Paper 

 

Sep. 

28 

Please, No Police 
 

Read: Chapters 1-4 – Ören, Aras. Please, No Police: A Novella 
(1981). Translated by Teoman Sipahigil, University of Texas 

Austin, 1993.  

 

Note: As this book is no longer in print, we will need to read it 

from the PDF version you can find on D2L. The CU Library has a 

copy as well, and you can request a copy through Prospector, but 

be sure to do so well in advance. 

 

Sep. 

30 

Please, No Police 

 

Read: Chapters 5-11 – Please, No Police 

 

Week 7  

 

 

 

 

 

The GDR  

Oct. 

3 

Please, No Police 
 

Read: Finish Please, No Police 
 

Analytical Paper Due 

 

Oct. 

5 

Surveillance  

 

Think about: How is surveillance represented in Please, No 

Police and in The Lives of Others? How does surveillance affect 

the characters of the novella and the film? 

 

Watch: The Lives of Others. Directed by Florian Henckel von 

Donnersmarck, 2006. 

 
Oct. 

7 

German Reunification Day 

 

The Role of Art and the Artist in the GDR 

 

Re-watch/Think About: The Lives of Others 
 

Study Guide for Midterm Distributed 

 

Week 8  Oct. 

10 

Ostalgia  

 

Explore: The DDR Museum Website: https://www.ddr-

museum.de/en  

• Go to “Step into the Exhibition” and read “About the 
Collection” and “The Exhibition”  

https://www.ddr-museum.de/en
https://www.ddr-museum.de/en
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• Search around the “Online Objects Database” (Note: 
Most of the Objects Database is in German. If you do not 
read German, still be sure to click around and get an 
impression of the sort of objects the museum has in its 
collection.) 

 

Test-taking Strategies 

 

Oct. 

12 

Review Day 

Oct. 

14 

Take-Home Midterm Exam 

(No class) 

 

Week 9 Wikipedia 

Workshop 
 

Race in Post-

War Germany 

Oct. 

17 

Wikipedia Workshop 

 

Oct. 

19 

Read: Chin, Rita, et al. “Introduction: What’s Race Got to Do 

With It? Postwar German History in Context.” After the Nazi 

Racial State: Difference and Democracy in Germany and Europe, 

The University of Michigan Press, 2009, pp. 1-29. 

 

Oct. 

21 

Die Wende 

 

Read: Ayim, May. “The Year 1990: Homeland and Unity from an 

Afro-German Perspective.” Germany in Transit: Nation and 

Migration (1955-2005), Edited by Deniz Göktürk, David 

Gramling, and Anton Kaes, University of Califronia Press, 2007, 

pp. 126-129.  

 

Final Assignment Distributed 

 

Week 

10 

Islam in 

Germany Today  

Oct. 

24 

The Headscarf Debate 

 

Read: Weber, Beverly. “Chapter 2: Contentious Headscarves: 

Cleaning Women, Forbidden Schoolteacher, Hijab Martyr.” 

Violence and Gender in the “New” Europe: Islam in German 
Culture, Palgrave, 2013, pp. 77-112. 

 

Oct. 

26 

Guest Lecturer: Dr. Beverly Weber 

 

Please come with at least one question (written down!) that you 

have for Dr. Weber based on her chapter or her broader work. 

 

Oct. 

28 

Two (Very) Different Perspectives: Muslim Women’s 

Experiences in Germany 

 

Kübra Gümüşay:  
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oujhvBFuuc&feature=youtu.be  

Explore: www.ein-fremdwoerterbuch.com (This is Gümüşay’s 

blog, for which she’s won many awards. There are posts in 

English, German, and Turkish. Read what interests you.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oujhvBFuuc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ein-fremdwoerterbuch.com/
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Reyhan Şahin (aka Lady Bitch Ray): 

Read:  Şahin, Reyhan, et al. “Riot Grrrls, Bitschsm, and pussy 

power: interview with Reyhan Şahin/Lady Bitch Ray.” Feminist 

Media Studies, Vo. 16, Issue 1, 2016 

 

Email Emily Your Final Assignment Topic by 5pm 

 

Week 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National 

Socialist 

Underground 

(NSU) 

Oct. 

31 

Visit to CU Boulder Library Special Collections 

(Please meet at Special Collections – Norlin Library 3rd Floor) 

 

Bring worksheet and a pencil with you! 

 

Note: Your reflection paper assignment is based on what you 

discover in Special Collections. It is essential that you do not miss 

class today! 

 

Nov. 

2 

Racialized Violence in Germany 

 

Class Discussion: NSU, Violence in Germany, the Role of the 

State, and the Targeting of Marginalized Communities 

 

Optional: Watch: NSU: German History X. Netflix, 2016. (This is 

a three-part Netflix original series. If you do not have access to 

Netflix and would like to watch it, let me know!) 

 

Reflection Paper Assignment Distributed  

 

Nov. 

4 

The Perpetrators and the (Ongoing) Trial 

 

Research: Beate Zschäpe Trial (Google around a bit and find out 

the facts; each person will be asked to share what they found in 

class.) 

• What are the basic facts about the trial? When did it 
begin? What are the charges against Zschäpe? What is 
the discussion around the trial? The controversy? 

• What is Zschäpe’s defense? What was her role in the 
NSU murders? 

• What were the roles of the other two members? What 
happened to them?  

• What questions do you have? 
 

Optional: Watch Video and Read: “77SQM_9:26MIN.” 

http://www.forensic-architecture.org/case/77sqm_926min/  

 

Week 

12 

Violence in 

Germany 

Nov. 

7 

The Cologne Attacks  

 

Research: Cologne Attacks (New Year’s Eve, 2015-2016) 

• What happened in Cologne, Germany on New Year’s Eve 
2015? 

http://www.forensic-architecture.org/case/77sqm_926min/
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• What are the focuses of scholarly, activist, and media 
coverage/discussion of this event? 

• What have you heard about this event? What are your 
thoughts about what happened? 

 

Nov. 

9 

November 9: German Revolution, Kristallnacht, Fall of the Wall 

 

Read: Weber, Beverly. “We Must Talk about Cologne”: Race, 

Gender, and Reconfigurations of ‘Europe’.” German Politics and 

Society, Vol. 36, No. 4, (Winter) 2016, pp. 68-86. 

 

Writing a Reflection Paper 

 

Nov. 

11 

PEGIDA (Patriotic Europeans against the Islamization of the 

Occident) 

 

Read: Druxes, Helga and Patricia Anne Simpson. “Introduction: 

Pegida as a European Far-Right Populist Movement.” German 
Politics and Society, Vol. 34, No. 4, (Winter) 2016, pp. 1-16. 

 

Week 

13 

Germany’s 

Postcolonial 

Legacies 

Nov. 

14 

Germany’s Colonial History 

 

Class Discussion about German Colonialism 

A Look at Postcolonial Tour Maps of Berlin and Hamburg 

 

Nov. 

16 

Read: Engler, Jenny. “Renaming Streets, Inverting Perspectives: 

Acts of Postcolonial Memory Citizenship in Berlin.” Focus on 

German Studies, Vol. 20, 2013, pp. 41-61. 

 

Explore: www.hamburg-postkolonial.de (Only in German) 

OR https://urbannarratives.org/en/research/research-

theory/afrikanische-viertel-postkolonial/ (Though about Berlin-

Postkolonial and not Hamburg, this brief blog post explains why 

the organization does what it does in English.) 

 

Nov. 

18 

Hamburg Postkolonial – An Activist Project 

 

Class Skype Interview with Members of “Hamburg Postkolonial” 

 

Please come with at least one question (written down!) that you 

have for Hamburg Postkolonial based on the article we’ve read or 

their website.  

 

Reflection Paper Due 

 

Week 

14 

 Nov. 

21 

Fall Break – No class 

Nov. 

23 

Fall Break – No class 

http://www.hamburg-postkolonial.de/
https://urbannarratives.org/en/research/research-theory/afrikanische-viertel-postkolonial/
https://urbannarratives.org/en/research/research-theory/afrikanische-viertel-postkolonial/
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Nov. 

25 

Fall Break – No class 

Week 

15 

The Refugee 

“Crisis” 

Nov. 

28 

The 2015 European Refugee “Crisis” 

 

Class Discussion 

• What happened/is happening in Syria? 

• What was the 2015 European Refugee “Crisis”?  

• What was Germany’s role in taking in refugees? 

• What are the debates and issues that have arisen in 
Germany and in Europe around the refugee “crisis”? 

• What does it mean to be a refugee? An asylum seeker? 
Geduldete?  

 

Watch: The European Refugee Crisis and Syria Explained 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvOnXh3NN9w)  

 

Read: “’Refugees and Migrants’ – Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs)” (http://www.unhcr.org/en-

us/news/latest/2016/3/56e95c676/refugees-migrants-frequently-

asked-questions-faqs.html)  

 

Skim: Convention (1951) and Protocol (1967) Relating to the 

Status of Refugees 

(http://www.unhcr.org/protection/basic/3b66c2aa10/convention-

protocol-relating-status-refugees.html) 

 

Nov. 

30 

Refugees’ Experiences in Germany 

 

All readings are from In unseren eigenen Worten/In Our Own 

Words: Refugee Women in Germany Tell Their Stories. International 

Women’s Space, 2015. 

 

Read: “I have many scars on my body” pp. 12-25 

Read: “It is about freedom of movement” pp. 42-49 

Read: “The Europeans don’t like us in ‘their’ Europe” pp. 60-67 

Read: “They cannot find me in their minds” pp. 136-147 

 

Meet with Emily by Dec. 5 (Monday) to Discuss Final 

Assignment 

 

Dec. 

2 

Refugees’ Experiences in Germany  

 

An Interactive Lecture: Contemporary forms of Refugee Activism 

in Germany  

 

Week 

16 

Germany and 

the EU 

Dec. 

5 

Roma in Europe and Germany 

 

Class Discussion 

• What do the various terms to refer to Roma mean (e.g. 
Roma, Sinti, Ashkali, Egyptian)? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvOnXh3NN9w)
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2016/3/56e95c676/refugees-migrants-frequently-asked-questions-faqs.html)
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2016/3/56e95c676/refugees-migrants-frequently-asked-questions-faqs.html)
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2016/3/56e95c676/refugees-migrants-frequently-asked-questions-faqs.html)
http://www.unhcr.org/protection/basic/3b66c2aa10/convention-protocol-relating-status-refugees.html
http://www.unhcr.org/protection/basic/3b66c2aa10/convention-protocol-relating-status-refugees.html
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• What was the Decade for Roma Inclusion (2005-2015)? 

• What are Roma’s experiences in Europe?  

• Why did so many Roma from Eastern Europe leave their 
homes in the 1990s for Germany and other Western 
European countries? 
 

Read: “Council of Europe Descriptive Glossary of terms relating 

to Roma issues.” Council of Europe, 2012. 

 

Some Tips for Finals Week 

 

Dec. 

7 

Roma Hip Hop Artists in Germany: The Prizreni Brothers 

 

Watch: Trapped by Law. Directed by Sami Mustafa, 2015. (Link 

is on D2L) 

 

Listen: Alles Verbrannt (Everything is Burned Up) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpLrHOeMkhU)  

(German Lyrics and English Translation available on D2L)  

 

Dec. 

9 

 

Class Conclusions 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpLrHOeMkhU)

